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PART IV
THE PATTERN OF AGRICULTURE
Farmg - Number and Sigze

The number of farms in Pend Oreills County has steadily decrsased since 1935
when there were 686 units, The latest Census of Agriculture (1959) counted 366
farms in the county, This was $5 less than enumerated in 195L. However, the
Census definition of a farm in 1959 was more restrictive than in 1954, In Pend
Oreille County, the decrease in the number of farms which resulted from the change
in farm definition was 58, accounting for 64 percent of the 95 unit difference
noted between the two Census years, In 1959, Pend Oreille County ranked twenty-
eighth in the state in the number of farms,

With the decrease in number of farms since 1920, the trend in average size of
farms in Pend Oreille County has been upward., The move toward larger farm units
has been the result of several practices common among the modern farmers. Many
smaller farms have been purchased or leased and consolidated with larger units,
Successful livestock farmers have added range and forest land to their holdings in
order to increase the size of their herds, Increased use of machinery in hay and
grain farming has enabled individual farmers to purchase, lease and manage more
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cropland,

Table 9, Farms, Number and Average Size, Land in Farms
Pend Oreille County, 1920-1959

b .~

Average siZe | Tota) County | Percent of
Total Farme | of farms in F ¢
Tear in the County | the County Are?nisng%rms °§gt§n§;§°
(acres) T T

1920 586 203.9 119,496 13,3
1928 505 171.6 86,680 946
1930 613 187,0 114,631 12,7
1940 657 176.8 116,146 12,9
1945 602 217k 130,856 14,5
1950 500 271.3 135,628 15.1
195} L61 289,0 133,213 14,8
1959 366 339,5 12k, 239 13,8

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture,

Census of Agriculture data over the years ‘show that the percent of Pend
Oreille County area in farms incrsased during the quarter century between 1925 and’
1950, Since 1950, however, total farm acreage has decreased from 135,628 acres to
124,239 acres, In 1959, Pend Oreille County ranked twenty-sixth among the 39
counties of Washington in land in farms, = - - '

In 1959, about 18 percent of the farms in Pend Oreills County were over 500
acres each, Only_l.h percent were under 10 acres. The decrease iw number of
farms between 195k and 1959 occurred at all levels of operations from those under
10 acres to farms over 500 acres, Farms under 10 acres numbered 18 in 195 whereas
only 5 were enumerated in 1959, This is indicative of the trend to consolidate
the emaller, less efficient farms, particularly those under 10 acres, into larger
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unite, It should also be noted that part of the decrease in the number of small
farms resulted from the change in the 1959 Census definition of a famm,

Number and Sige of Farms
Pend Oreille County, 1954 and 1959
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Figure 6, Number and Sige of Pand Oreille County Fams, 195h and 1959.

Types of Farms

Livestock and dairy farms predominate in Pend Orellle County. agriculture, -
According to the.Census of Agriculture, the most common type of operation in 1959 -~
wasg livestock Parms othep than poultry and dairy. -These num‘oerad 100, acooun‘hing
for ‘over 26, percent of all Pend Orsille.County- farms, - L:l.vestock farms were the i

t.ype to increase in numbers during the five years be‘bween 1954 and 195%,..
195 they numbered 80, Next in numbers in 1959 were dairy farme which added up
to 57. units, 15 percent of the total farm figure, . General farms were third,; nume

bering 13, The general category included Zfarme. which grew only hay or. grags.for-.. .-

uu.age or wm.cu I'GGEIVGG cash 1mome :rom 'cnree -oF moY's sources and dld not. meet .- -

the t:riteria for, any one type. Only one, farm was: classified as a. cash grain field -

crop farm in1959, Finally, 209 or. 55 percent: of the county farms.in 1959 were -
claasified as miscella.neous by the Uensus. This category in:;luded farms raisiug
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nursery and grecnhouse products, forest products, mules, horses, colts and ponies,
Also included ware all institutional farms and farms on Indian reservations,

There were no farms specializing in fruit, nuts, vegetables or poultry in the
county in 1959,

Table 10. Types of Farms, Pend Oreille County, 1959

Estinated | 11" garme 4n
Type of Farm Number of the county
Terms  Iosl [ 1959
Total farms in county «v.veevvacrrvncsccseas 380 30040 | 100,0
Field crop farms sessssevssveacsooncassssans 1 LS 0.26
Cash-grain PNV sRT b it Raar B IsEtEN A . 1 hos 0026
Other field"crop (F AR RN REREENENENNERXNNEENENNE] - - - -as
Vegetable farms (AR NERNENNNEEENNEENNNENEESEZLS] haddl - -
Fruit-and-nut farms I RN EEE RN NENNNFIN NN RN bt - -
POUlif‘y farms 8D s ERTUNG IO P0RENOREIQIOIPTDPO - - -
Dairy farms B0 00 E I vt RO s DRI PIEFEIQEBROUDS 57 1,403 15000
Livestock farms other than poultry and dairy 100 17.31 26,31
General farms 08B rscs0as s esneassassarIsnag 13 hﬁa 30’-‘2
Miscellaneous and unclassified £arms yesecess 209 591 | 55,00

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture,

Farm Residence and Oper

Pend Oreille County agriculture is characterized by a large proportion of

operators residing on farms and dividing their labor between agriculture and offe
farm work, Opportunities in nonfarm nmanvmnnf are availabla in local forest
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industries or in construction and .other "easonal occupations, In 1959, over 60
percent of the farm operators reported having worked off thelr farms, A little
over half of the operators worked off their farms more than 100 days, Nearly 60

nercent of the farm nnaratnra and their families .g:n ined more eash income from

off-farm work than they recdived from farm products marketed during the year,

The majority of Pend Oreille .County farmers live on the farms they operate.
Farmers living on the farms under their operation numbered 349 in 1959, Only 67

farmers reported not residing on farm operated.

Farmland (tilization

Land devoted to pasturss form the largest part of Pend Oreille County's
total farmland acreage, In 1959, 46,127 acres or 37 percent of the county farm
area of 124,239 acres was in woodland pasture, Also in 1959, 6,995 acres of crop-
land were used for pasture, Other pastures in the county in that year amounted to
8,619 acres, These included non-crop open or brush pasture and cut-over or de=
forested land used for pasture, All pasturds in the county therefore, totaled
61,741 acres, constituting nearly half of Pend Oreille's farmland in 1959, A
large segment of the countyfis farm acreage is also in woodlands, In 1959, farm
woodland covered 33,608 acres which represented 27 percent of the total county
farm acreage,s Harvested cropland ranked third among the major farmland utilization
in 1959 with a total of 16,317 acres, OSummerfallow or idle oropland amounted to

7,829 aeres, Finally, L,7ul farm acres were in house lots, roads, wasteland,
ete, Lin 1959, . ’
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dtilization of Farmland In Pend Oreille County, 1959
Nambe:r of Farms - 366 Total Land in Farms - 12!4,239 acres
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Figure 7. Utilization of Farmland in Pend Oreills County, 1959 - -

FarmValues

The values of- farmlands and btuldings in Pend Oreille Coun't.y has grea‘bl;r in- ‘
oreased since 1920, Values decreased during the 1920%'s and 1930's but have in~
creased nearly seven and ons-half times since 1940. Value of farmland and

tnd Tl man arravamad G IO maw Foem 2w 1AL A L Al ara ol & o EAC LA e P w0 -
VULLULHED RVTIAEDOU lg 70U POL L8A0H Al AZUY LI GUMULGRV VU L9kt NI Iatm J-H -57.')70

Land value per acre during the same period rose from §19-to about $57, The ine
crease in farm values has resulted from the general rise of real estate values in
Washington accompanied by investments in new buildings, land clearing and. farm
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. fabie 11, Value of Farm land and Buildings
. ‘ - _Pend Oreille County, 1920-1959
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Farm Qunership and Tenure

A large proportion of the farmers in Pend Oreille County own the farm they
operate. In 1959, the Census of Agriculturs enumerated 284 full owners who
accounted for 78 percent of all farm operators in the county, Individuals who
ouned farms opera.ted about 61 percant of the total land in farme of Pend Oreille
County in 1959. The high percentage of farm ownership indicates that many farms
have remained in the families of the ploneers who established them and that many
have preferred to buy land rather than remt it, This is reaffirmed by the Census’
which counted only 18 persons, about 5 percent of the farm operators, who leased
entire .‘l.arms in .L’))'. uaasea farm acreage amounueu to u,D)’! aur:.ng that year
which constituted 4 peroent of the county's totel land in farms, '

The number of part-ownsr farms in Pend Oreille count.y .‘:.ncreased in the years

prior to World War II to reach a high of 83 in 1945, Since 1945, part-owner opere
ations deoreased to 61 in 1959, In the parteowner system, a portion of a farm is
owned and some of the land and/or buildinge are rented, Many elderly people live

in retirament on farms and contract part of ‘bheir lanﬂ to others. Many part-m-mer

operations have resulted from the consolidation of two or more farms into larger
units for more eﬁ‘iciency. Part-ownsrs operaeted about 30 percent of Pend Oreille
County's total agricultural acreage in 1959,

in that year.

Table 12; Farm Tenancy, Number and Percent oi' Farma
by Tenure of Operator, Pend Oreille Oounty, 1925-1959

Yoar N“?gger Full_OEners Part Owners | . Managers. | . Tenants
Farms' Number |Percent | Number | Percent {Number |Percenty Number [Percent

1928 | 505: 438 55,, 12 2kt | -2 A 53 | 10,8
1935 | 686 532 ] T7.51 23 3.3 L 6 | 127 18,5
15401 657 4719 | 72,9 | 5k 8.2 2 03 | 122 18,6
945! 602 1 Lh3 7346 83 | 23,8 3 o5 73 12,1
1950] 500 Lo7 Bl 1. 689 | 11,8 == - | 34 6.8
195L 1 LéL 367 | 79.6. |- 67 WS 3 7| 24 52
19591 366 28 | 77.6 | 61 16,7 3 8] 18 o

-Sourca‘: U, S, Census of Agriculture,
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Land In Farms, By Tenure Of Operator
Pend ‘Oreille County, 1959
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Figure 8, land in Farme, By Tenure of Operator, Pend Oreille County, 1959,

In 1959, Pend Oreille County's irrigated farmland amounted to 2,702 acres,
according to the Census of Agriculture. The i"rigated acreags represented only 2
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perceliv OI Tiie COUnuy 8 wovad .Ld.ulu.duu, .L.L.!.J.gcs.uuu 1alm aCl'eage increassd more
than five and one~half times during the period from 1950 to 1954, Between 1954
and 1959, however, land irrigated was decreased about 20 percent. With a summer
dry period in the area, lrrigation bescomes a valuable asset to farmers,

Farms which reported having some irrigated land in 1959 numbered 56, which is
about 15 percent of all farms in Pend Oreille County. Crops were harvested from .
1,82l acres of irrigated land on L5 farms during the year, The largest irrigated

acranes in 1009 wag devoted 4o 21falfa hav- Smaller acreages of other hnvn and

W h WA did Sl TRV MYV VM VW ek Sk Oy i e e TR e ReREpy wee KRida
small grain crops made up most of the irrlgated croplands other than that 4n
alfalfa,

Most of “he county!s irrigation is accomplished by snrinkler systems with the

water coming ffom eurface sources located on the farms. Others utilize water from
wells on the farm or water from irrigation organization facilities,

Table 13, Irrigated Farms: Number and Acreage

Pend COreille County, 1950, 195k and 1959

Them 1959 | 1954 | 1950

Number of irrigated farms 56 70 23

Land irrigated (acres) 2,702 | 3,392 { 600
Irrigated land in farms according to use:

Farms irrigating crops Ls 6 21

Acres of crops irrigated 1,82 | 2,673 | LU

Acres of other land irrigated 878 719 | 156

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture
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Farm Feeilities

The capacity of farmer to produce is significantly related to the items of
farm equipment and. facilities at his command, The 366 farms of Pend Oreille County
in 1959 were above state averages in items of farm equipment by which observers
judge standards of farm operation, In terms of home conveniences such as telew
phones and home freezers, however, farms in the county fell short of the state
averagé Tigures, About 39 percent of the farms had telephone service in 1959
while 55 percent enjoyed the convenience of & home freeser,

Tractors and automobiles are found on majority of Pend Oreille County farms,
In 1959, nearly Bk percent of the fards reported a total of 609 tractors, The
number of farms with automobiles was 288 which represented 76 percent of the.total
farms, 'Oyer:9).percent of the farms also had motof trucks in 1959, The impor-
tance of. liveatock and feed crops in the county is'indicated by the relatively
high peréentage: of farms with dairy equipment and hay and small grain harvesting
wachinery, ‘- S

able i, Specified Facilities and Equipment on Ferms
Perid Oreille County, 1959

) Bt ade e . o | Percent of Al
Facllity or. Number of | porns 4n Gounty
3 Equipment‘ftgMf“f‘“Fhrms‘ﬂsing‘  Equippad
Telephone QePevscanactaea 1)47 AR 3807
Homs freszer YR ALY SR 5503
Milking machine 4, sevress 11510, ] 30:3-
Elactric milk codler ‘5.0 -84y | 22,1 .-
. Crop drier (for grain, o b .
forage or other orops) 2 5
- -Power operated elevator, | R R
: . conveyor or blower .. 133 .0 3550
C Grain combines ... ---,_:o a0 90 AR B 2349 _
. Plokeup bale? Loaeieeens:  CLWETET 1 37,9
Field forage harvester . 23 - .- 6,1
MQtQﬂruCI{s #orsissaisse 351!1 i l 93.2 .
‘Tractors sceceesaccncios 318 : 83,7
© . Crawler tractors ..e.ec W75 . 38,7 .
AutPMObiles oces I'Q‘C.O!“.O..‘O e 288 N . 75 08 Cl

:': Source: U;'S;‘Ceﬁ?hﬂ of Aggicﬁlture, 1959‘i;
Farm Roads © S E PR

Much progress has been made in providing all-weather roads for farm.families
in the county, About 39 percent of the farms: were located on hard-surfaced xoads
in 1959, A 1little over 38 percent of the farmsteads were situated on improved
roads of gravel,:shell or shale, The remaining 23 percent of the farms required
traveling over dirt roads in order to reach better roads, About 9 percent of the
farms on dirt roads were located within 5 miles to a hard-surfaced road,
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Table 15, Number of Farms, Land in Farms and Value of Livestock and Crops
Sold Off Farms, Washington Counties - 1959

- Value of all
, Value of all
Number |All Land in Livestock and their

County of Parms | Farms (asres) ErOPS Sold Off Products Sold Off

Farms ({doliars) Farms (dolla.I‘B)
Adams 786 1,076,960 21,055,532 355U7,300
Asotin 325 36,405 2,589,582 1,1?9,h6h
Benton 1,281 562,809 12,912,165 3,958,996
Chelan 1,636 215, Y646 16,877,563 660,083
‘Clallam "721, 68 739 706,055 2, 858 512

Clark 2,778 188,u79 3,020,725 8,222 499 -
Columbia 333 359,130 9,778,027 1,148,786
Cowlitz 1,014 80,176 1,022,291 a,aoa 884
Douglas 935 1,012,561 12,985 276 1,067 743
Ferry 283 298,2h7 396 38l 931,057
Franklin Th2 590,027 10,305,160 35596,711
Garfield 274 3hk,094 6,871,789 898,109
Grant 1,497 1 o75,6h2 26 083,038 12,555,69&
Grays Harbor 896 - 99,529 92&,067 2,639,777
Island 493 38,702 515,863 1,909,572

Jefferson 266 35,123 212,568
King 2,952 114,719 6 2ho,212 1h3298,190
Kitsap 906 29,776 h37,819 1,371,547
Kittitns 905 560,035 2,561,833 12,945,370
Klickitat 7hl 960,611 3,859,102 3,083,797
Lewis 2,230 255,012 1,893,636 T74935,581
Lincoln $59 1,422,981 21,035,259 2,253,383
Mason 328 35,518 202,594 7285250
Okanogan 1,762 2,048,406 10 681,58&- : 5,723,537
Pacific L99 53,348 819,22} 1,086,617
PEND OREILLE 266 121;,239 265,001 1,222 h88
Flierce 2,3?? 133,303 hgyuo,oup LU,UDU;UUU
San Juan 209 L5, 707 91,694 595,403
Skaglt 1,740 141,770 6,722,958 9,16?398h
Skamania 177 20,177 283,595 99736
Snohomish 2,919 1&8,60& 2,[ou,oyp ' L49899,2uu
Spokane 2,990 822,008 15,091,158 8,403,816
Stevens 1,608 803,776 3,836,&57 5 6?6 015
Thurstom 1, 220 142,170 1,952,408 5;836,930
Wahlklakum 202 26,299 174,415 1,052,642
Walla Walla 981 820,729 19,957,499 Ly,228,801
Whatcom 3,151 185,045 3,9&3, 30 17, 706 625
Whitman 1,824 | 1,L85,709 43,632,124 773398, 461,
Yakina 6,010 1,88L,59L‘ “ ?5,?60,20?~“ 32,919,536
State Total 51,577 18,716 972 353,816, 18l 215,388,266
Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture, 1959,



